- The word change normally refers to new beginnings. But
- transformation, the mystery we're examining, more often
happens not when something new begins, but when something
old falls apart. The pain of something old falling apart—chaos—

- invites the soul to listen at a deeper level. It invites, and
sometimes forces, the soul to go to a new place because the old
place is falling apart. Most of us would never go to new places in
- any other way. The mystics use many words to describe this

' chaos: fire, dark night, death, emptiness, abandonment, trial, the
" Evil One. Whatever it is, it does not feel good and it does not feel
‘ like God. We will do anything to keep the old thing from falling
|

apart. This is when we need patience and guidance, and the
~ freedom to let go instead of tightening our controls and
! certitudes. Perhaps Jesus is describing just this phenomenon
! when he says, “It is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to
life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:13—14). Not accidentally,
he mentions this narrow road right after teaching the Golden
Rule. He knows how much letting go it takes to “treat others as
you would like them to treat you” (7:12). So, a change can force a
transformation. Spiritual transformation always includes a usually
disconcerting reorientation. It can either help people to find a new
meaning or it can force people to close down and slowly turn
bitter. The difference is determined precisely by the quality of our

inner life, our spirituality.

—from The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, Reorder by Richard
Rohr, OFM




YOUR Gift Makes
A Difference!

$10,000

Provides a week of
shelter and food for a
mother and her children

Equips parishes to
offer faith formation to
embrace children with
special needs

Trains 50 married
couples to lead marriage
preparation workshops
forthe engaged

Delivers training for 50
leaders in Hispanic Youth
and Young Adult Ministry

Catholic formation
and instruction of 12
principals through
the new school leader
program

Covers one full year

of tuition, room, and
board for a diocesan
seminarian
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